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FITZROY VALLEY — MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [2.02 pm]: 
The McGowan government’s commitment to protect the future of the magnificent Fitzroy River has taken a step 
forward with a stakeholder forum being held last Friday in Fitzroy Crossing. Ministers Dawson, Wyatt and Kelly 
and I led a discussion about progress on the plan for the national park, the water allocation plan and the future 
agricultural opportunities in the region, which will be set out in the management plan. The ministers stressed our 
commitment to protecting the cultural and environmental values of the valley. Positive contributions to discussions 
were made by traditional owners, pastoralists and environmental advocacy groups. 

We are working hard to establish common ground and secure a strong future for the region, and significant progress 
has been made since the last meeting in March last year. In the last 12 months, we have seen the formation of the 
Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council, a group responsible for liaison amongst traditional owner groups, and the 
formation of the predominantly pastoral and industry–focused Fitzroy Valley Stakeholder Group, led by former 
Northern Territory government CEO of Tourism and Culture Alastair Shields. The CSIRO also released its 
Northern Australia Water Resource Assessment, which identifies a range of development opportunities in the 
catchment. Bardy McFarlane was appointed the stakeholder convenor, leading a series of important stakeholder 
engagements in the past four months. 

We are acutely aware of the broad range of views on this issue, and last week in Fitzroy it was good to see a push 
for the various stakeholders to spend time together to work through their differences. Stakeholders are keen for 
government to get on with it, but clearly compromise will be required from all sides in order to move forward. The 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development will work with stakeholder groups to ensure that 
this meeting happens in the coming months. By the end of this year, DPIRD will complete the draft management 
plan. It is the central piece that ties all the commitments together and it will support economic development and 
conservation outcomes. The plan will be finalised by mid-2020. The draft water allocation plan will be complete 
by early 2020 and finalised by the end of 2020. 
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